Section ofOphtamology
The Ophthalmology Prize to Mr R F Fisher for two papers published in the Journal ofPhysiology on This handy little book contains much instructive material, so it is a pity that a number of inaccuracies have crept in, of which some examples may be quoted: An anal primary chancre is extragenital, not genital (p 16). The classification of spirochetes is confusing (p 23); B. refringens in the line drawing appears as T. refringens in the text. The spelling 'aneurism' appears on p 65. Alteration of the voice is described as Homer's syndrome (p 66). The Feinberg-Whittington culture medium for T. vaginalis is described as 'Feinberg or Wittington' (p 140).
There are also views on therapy which are certainly controversial: Septrin is described as effective treatment for non-gonococcal urethritis (p 142); antibiotic therapy with the tetracycline group of drugs is advocated in the treatment of chronic non-gonococcal prostatitis (p 143).
It is to be hoped, however, that mistakes will be eliminated by more careful proof reading in the next edition; meanwhile, this book will surely prove good value for students or nurses as an introduction to the subject of venereology. This book provides a valuable supplement to the ever-growing list of books on bleeding disorders. In the belief that coagulation tests can best be understood in historical perspective, the authors trace, in some detail, the evolution of the theories on blood coagulation. These rather complicated concepts are presented in a clear and simplified way and many readers who find it difficult to disentangle and align the speculations of Seegers, Quick, Ratnoff and Macfarlane, will be pleased to find the views of these. protagonists comprehensibly summarized. Amongst other things that should be earmarked for special comment as being most worthwhile are the up-to-date resumes given on the pathogenesis and interpretation of results in von Willebrand's disease, the genetic aspects of the inheritance of factor VIII and the chapter on intravascular coagulation. For English workers, the usefulness of the technical section may well be limited. Most of us use citrate as our basic anticoagulant and those who know enough to make the necessary amendments to fit in with a test which starts off with oxalated blood may well not need the information given. Those less advanced would probably be better off to get their techniques from a textbook written by an English author. London: Butterworths 1969 This is basically an atlas. As such it is admirable. Most of the fundus conditions which may be met by an eye surgeon in his day's work are depicted as a series of superb black and white reproductions, each with a concise description of the normal and abnormal flow patterns and leakages which may be seen.
In addition to the clinical material there are short descriptions of the technical and photographic techniques needed. The use of this method is clearly going to increase and the book will probably be the standard reference for many years to come; it should be in every ophthalmological library. Professor Symington is to be congratulated on the production of such an elegant volume. The illustrations of histological and pathological specimens are first-class and special mention must be made of the section by Dr A MacKay on the ultrastructure of the human adrenal cortex with its wealth of remarkably beautiful electron micrographs. Such lavish illustration necessarily makes the book expensive, but it will obviously be of great value to pathologists as a reference text.
In addition to the more conventional topics of the adrenal cortex and medulla, the book contains a section on the chemoreceptor system (included because of the close relationship between the chemoreceptor and chromaffin systems) and a section on the metabolic and hormonal response of the body to injury. Extensive appendices containing biochemical and histological data further increase the usefulness of the book.
